
Fodder Matters 
Given the dry spell since early August, there has been 
a massive impact on grass growth and grass covers 
on livestock farms. Unfortunately, this has meant many 
farms are now eating into valuable silage reserves so it's 
important to be realistic about the coming winter. Silage 
quality is fundamental to understanding what type of feed 
to supplement for the winter period. 

Grass had relatively poor access to Nitrogen due to difficult 
soil and weather conditions, as a result the level of crude 
protein was low throughout the grazing season. This had 
knock-on effects on animal growth rate and the quality 
of silage. Silage is extremely variable this year and in 
particular dry matter, protein and DMD%. A silage test is 
a small investment and gives accurate information to put 
a feeding plan in place. 

Here's what we advise 

• Test your silage early
• Silage targeted for dry cows should be tested for minerals
• Undertake a Fodder Budget
• Measure pits and count bales and summarise all livestock
• Be realistic about the length of the winter and allow buffer stocks
for supplementing grass shortages
• Talk to your Bretts Technical Sales Representative when planning
your budget

Options for dealing with a silage deficit 

• With tight stocks of silage and reduced opportunities to get bales
it is likely that you will be unable to source good quality silage in the
locality but if possible, purchase any silage available
• Increase levels of meal feeding to milking cows in the parlour, start
feeding wean lings at grass and increase feed levels to finishing cattle
to reduce silage usage
• For wean lings use the highest quality silage available and supplement 
with an 18% crude protein concentrate (Heifer Rearer or 18% Weanling 
Cubes)
• Source additional straw that could be used for feeding to stretch
silage stocks
• For Dairy Cows or Intensive Beef Finishing look at sourcing alternatives 
such as Maize Silage or Fodder Beet
• Start using Bretts Fodder Stretcher Ration 15% which is carefully
formulated and has a proven track record in partially replacing silage/
grass
• Reduce the demand for silage by selling some stock e.g. cull cows,
surplus replacement wean lings, high cell count or lame dairy cows
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